
 

B I D  A N D  B U I L D  

Time needed 30 mins 

Age range Any teen 

Background of teen Any background 

Set up Classroom for planning and outdoor area 

 
Goals: 
Problem solving as a group and being part of decision making.  
Relevance: 
Scarce resources require more careful consideration of what should be used. Leadership and teamwork 
activity. 
Supplies needed: 

 White board and marker (or large sheet paper) 
 Various items that can be used or not to get a group from point a to point b (Frisbee, paper, rope, 

hula hoops, wood, cardboard, old garbage can, tumbling mat- whatever you can find.) 
 Paper  
 Pen or pencils 
 Play money 

Active Learning: 
This is 2 activities for teamwork in one. Firstly, list all the items you have gathers on to the whiteboard for 
the group to see. Divide the group into at least 2 groups and give each group a piece of paper and a pen. 
Explain that the task is for each group is to use the items to get their entire team from one side of an open 
space (at least 10 yards apart) to the other without anyone touching the ground at any time. 
First the teams must bid for the items listed. Each team gets $100 play money that they can use as they 
wish. They must first plan how they will spend and bid by writing up to how much they want to spend on 
each item. Collect the papers and divide the materials based on whoever bid the highest for each item. If 
there is a tie or a team has leftover money because they lost they can bid again. 
Once the teams have their items – the competition occurs. Teams must successfully move themselves 
across the area without touching the ground. 
Variation: teams bid for art supplies to create a piece of art. 
 
Step by step planning: 
Time Facilitator Activity Teen activity 
10 mins List of items Bid and plan 

10 mins Competition Move the group 
10 mins Facilitate questions and discussion discussion 
 
Facilitation Questions: 



Was it hard for your team to agree on what to bid on? 
How did you agree? 
How did you handle disagreement? 
What role did you take in the group decisions? 

 
 

Wrap up message and Torah thought: 

Talmud Bavli Shavuot 39a תלמוד בבלי שבועות לט 
All of Israel are responsible for one another כל ישראל עריבים זה בזה 
Talmud Brachot 63a א עמוד סג דף ברכות מסכת בבלי תלמוד 
In a place where there is no leader- strive to be a 
leader. Abaye said: Therefore we learn that in a place 
where there is a leader, do not seek to be a leader. 
That’s simple (and therefore unnecessary to teach) 
except in a situation where two are equal.  

 שמע, אביי אמר. גבר הוי תמן - גבר דלית באתר
. גבר תהוי לא תמן - גבר דאית באתר: מינה

 שוין בששניהם אלא נצרכה לא -! פשיטא

Pirkei Avot 5:19 יז משנהה:  פרקי אבות 
An argument for the sake of heaven will have lasting 
value. An argument not for the sake of heaven will 
not endure. What is an example of a controversy not 
for Heaven’s sake? The rebellion of Korach and his 
associates (who attempted to overthrow Moses)  

 להתקיים סופה שמים לשם שהיא מחלוקת כל
 היא איזו להתקיים סופה אין שמים לשם ושאינה

 הלל מחלוקת זו שמים לשם שהיא מחלוקת
 וכל קרח מחלוקת זו שמים לשם ושאינה ושמאי
 עדתו

 
 


